FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
La Crosse, Wisconsin
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25th, 2021

Our purpose: Faith Lutheran Church exists to share with all, God’s love through Christ and His
promise of salvation!
As We Gather… In our first reading we find Peter and John arrested. Their crime? Healing a man
who couldn't walk and preaching the Gospel. This certainly seems to be an example of, "No good
deed goes unpunished." Certainly, the good news of Jesus often finds its opponents and people
who are "greatly annoyed" at this teaching. Nonetheless, this is not an excuse to cower from
sharing this good news, but to share it all the more boldly, knowing that we never go alone, but
we go forth by the power of the Holy Spirit with Jesus at our side. Even in the midst of adversity,
Peter and John saw positive results from their ministry. Five thousand men were added to their
numbers. Even when the world would seek to persecute us, let us never shrink away from this
Gospel message knowing that in it God can produce much fruit.
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912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone

Text and tune: Public domain
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Antiphon

Venite
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Proper

Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b

P I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the
sheep.
C The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
P He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.
C He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
C You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
P Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
P I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the
sheep.

First Reading

Acts 4:1–12

1

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 5On the next day their
rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they
had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”
8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are
being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man
has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this
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man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders,
which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

1 John 3:16–24

16

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or
talk but in deed and in truth. 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our
heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he
knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;
22
and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments
abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he
has given us.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel

John 10:11–18

11

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He
who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he
is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and
my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life
for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I
lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up
again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory (Easter)
L
C

LSB 222

Sing to the Lord and bless His name, proclaim His salvation from day to day.
Give to the Lord all glory and strength, give Him the honor due His name. Alleluia,
alleluia.
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L
C
L
C

Now is Christ risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of them that sleep.
Give to the Lord all glory and strength, give Him the honor due His name. Alleluia,
alleluia.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Give to the Lord all glory and strength, give Him the honor due His name. Alleluia,
alleluia.

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

5

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n
Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6

Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Tune and text: Public domain
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Sermon
Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.=
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005653
Tune: Public domain

Kyrie
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Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects
L
C

O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

Prayer of the Church
Collect of the Day
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of
Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we
may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Collect for Grace
L

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought
us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that
all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Benedicamus
L
C

Benediction
P
C

LSB 228

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 228

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

5

6

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
Text and tune: Public Domain
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Verse to Ponder

Psalm 103:2,4

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

Title: One Road
Text: Acts 4:1–12
•

It might appear that Peter and John made a bad choice preaching the
_______________.

•

Declaring Jesus as the only road to ______________ seems to be an even
worse choice!
In a 2020 survey of Evangelical Christians, almost ______________ agreed that
God accepts worship of all religions, including Christianity, Judaism, and
Islam.

•

Having too many roads makes it easy to get ______________.

BECAUSE CHRIST IS THE ONE ROAD TO ______________, WE CAN STICK WITH HIM
IN GOOD TIMES AND BAD.
•

Knowing Christ is the one road means we know where we're ______________.

•

Knowing Christ is the one road makes it easy to give ______________.
Stanislav Petrov may have singlehandedly saved the world from
______________ ______________.
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