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Our purpose: Faith Lutheran Church exists to share with all, God’s love through Christ and
His promise of salvation!
As We Gather… We may think of New Year's Resolutions: promises we made on New Year's Eve
to bring about some kind of improvement. John the Baptist was in the wilderness proclaiming a
baptism for the repentance for the forgiveness of sins. This baptism was a new start. Often, we
fail to keep our New Year's Resolutions. However, God works in us through baptism a promise
that He keeps. The life of a baptized Christian is to keep on returning to those promises that were
given to us on our baptism day by continuing to walk in Christ's renewed life.
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346 When All the World Was Cursed

sts. 1, 4

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005653

Versicles
L
C
C

LSB 235
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Alleluia
C

LSB 235
Alleluia, alleluia.

Antiphon (Common)
L
C

LSB 235

Give glory to God, our light and our life.
O come, let us worship Him.
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Venite

LSB 236
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Antiphon (Common)

LSB 237

L Give glory to God, our light and our life.
C O come, let us worship Him.

Introit
P Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights.
C I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
P Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your
possession.
C You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
P Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
C Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling,
P for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessèd are all who take refuge in him.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights.

Luther’s Small Catechism
P Confession
P What is Confession?
C Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive
absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly
believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
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Old Testament Reading

Genesis 1:1–5

1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters. 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that
the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Romans 6:1–11

1

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would
no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised
from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he
died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:4–11

4

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and
were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And
he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.” 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens
opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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Final Reading Response
L
C

LSB 238

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

sts. 1, 6

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005653

Sermon
Benedictus

LSB 238
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Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
[Various petitions are offered, when the Pastor says, “Lord in your mercy” The congregation
replies “Hear our Prayer.”]
P … who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Collect of the Day
L

C

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him
Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized
in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of
everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for Grace
L

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought
us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that
all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
L
C

LSB 241

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
L
C

Benediction
P
C

LSB 241

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 242

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.
Amen.

600 Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self-Offering

sts. 1, 3

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005653
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Verse to Ponder

Psalm 139:14

14

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well.
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Text: Mark 1:4–11
Title: A Cleansing Flood
______________ OPENS HEAVEN FOR THE LORD'S FORGIVEN CHILDREN.
I. ______________ forgives sinners.
John the Baptizer was the last, great Old Testament ______________.
II. ______________ opens heaven.
The temple curtain was ______________ feet high by twenty feet wide.
III. ______________ makes you a child of God.
As part of God’s family, everything He has is ______________.
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