FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
La Crosse, Wisconsin
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 6th, 2020

Our purpose: Faith Lutheran Church exists to share with all, God’s love through Christ and
His promise of salvation!
As We Gather… It doesn't matter what your political beliefs or party affiliation is, the governing
authorities have been instituted by God Himself for our good. This passage has caused no lack of
trouble to Christians throughout history. "What about a tyrant?" "What about a bad ruler?"
"What about a ruler who doesn't have the same position on postage stamp prices as me?" What
we can say is that God institutes rulers to maintain law and order so that we as a country can
flourish. In this way, leaders act as servants of God, even if they aren't Christians. Our leaders
have to make many difficult decisions, and we are to pray for and thank God for our authorities.

Pastor Jacob Eichers
608-782-3696 (Office)
414-659-8379 (Cell)

www.faithonmain.com
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965 God Bless Our Native Land

Tune and text: Public domain

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
P
C
P
C
P

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins
C

C

LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Absolution
P

LSB 203

LSB 203

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
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Introit

Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5

P How great are your works, O Lord! Your thoughts are very deep!
C It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
P to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night,
C to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.
P For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
P How great are your works, O Lord! Your thoughts are very deep!

Kyrie

LSB 204

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 204
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C
P

C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy
inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Ezekiel 33:7–9

7

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked
one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that
wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn
the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Romans 13:1–10

1

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers
are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the
servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must
be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the
same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 8Owe no one
anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of
the law.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia

LSB 205

Verse

LSB 205

Alleluia

LSB 205

Holy Gospel Reading
P
C

Matthew 18:1–20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to
you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
4
Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5“Whoever
receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around
his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin!
For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!
8
And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you
to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire.
9
And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 10“See that you do not
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despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of
my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If
a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine
on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to
you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the
will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 15“If your brother
sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that
every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Luther’s Small Catechism
P The Second Article
P Redemption
C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
P What does this mean?
C I believe that Jesus Christ, … is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil;
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering
and death,

966 Before You, Lord, We Bow

sts. 1–2

Tune and text: Public domain
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Sermon
Prayer of the Church
P Blessed Lord, You have promised that where two or three are gathered in Your name…
[Various petitions are offered, when the Pastor says, “Lord in Your mercy” The congregation
replies “Hear our prayer”]
P …our Savior, Jesus Christ, whom with the Spirit, You are one God and one Lord, now and
forevermore.
C Amen.

Offertory

LSB 192

Preface

LSB 208

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
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blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 208

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of
life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of
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His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to
us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei

LSB 210

Distribution
The Dismissal
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis

LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus
A
C

LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

966 Before You, Lord, We Bow

sts. 3–4

Tune and text: Public domain

Verse to Ponder
17Honor

1 Peter 2:17
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
VISITORS: Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church. We’re glad to have you join us today and
hope you find your worship here to be fulfilling and joyful! Please fill out the Record of
Fellowship in the pew books, sign our Guest Book in the Narthex, and be sure to speak
with an usher for a Welcome packet. We hope to see you again soon!

PLEASE NOTE… Faith Lutheran Church is pleased to be able to offer a loop hearing
assistance system. To access this system, simply activate the T-coil setting on your hearing
aid. If you don't have a hearing aid or your hearing aid lacks a T-coil switch, we have
headsets available which will provide sound amplification throughout the worship service.
Please see an usher if you have any questions.

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the Honor and Glory of God by Kathy Knobloch in
loving memory of Wil Knobloch.

LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO is broadcast on WKTY 580 AM Sundays at 7:30 AM. On
Sunday Sept 13th Dr. Rev. Michael Ziegler shares his message titled ”Fireplace
Spirituality.” Our relationship with God is not something to "set and forget" like a
thermostat.

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE September 6th “On earth, there will be no shortage of burdens to
bear as we care for those in need. But one day, these burdens will be lifted from our
shoulders in Heaven, where the Lord will see us through the lens of Christ’s perfect
sacrifice and will say, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! ... Enter into the joy of your
master’ (Matthew 25:21). Rest in His unfailing love.” Marie K. MacPherson, author 
www.lutheransforlife.org

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES Join us *** IN PERSON *** every Thursday. Men’s Study
starts at 9:00 am, Women’s Study starts at 12:00 Noon. We will be outside if weather
permits.

"SIMPLE EXPLANATION" Booklets Have Arrived Published by CPH, these short
booklets cover difficult topics that you might have a hard time explaining to a guest or a
family member. The newest arrivals include A Simple Explanation of... "Lutheranism,"
"Fellowship in the Lord's Supper," "the Church Year," and "Church & State." Feel free to
pick some of these up at the table in the narthex.
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Communion at Faith
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad
confidence that in Communion we receive not only the bread and wine, but
Christ’s very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our
Lord invites all those who trust His words, repent of sin, and set aside any refusal
to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar.
Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm. Any who are not yet instructed (confirmed), in doubt, or who holds
a confession differing from this congregation and the Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the
Pastor.
For those who prefer not to drink wine, there is one cup of white grape juice
(which contains one drop of wine) in the inner ring of the cup tray. Please
register your communion on the Record of Fellowship booklets at the end of the
pews. Thank you!
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Text: Romans 13:1–7
Title: God-Instituted
CHRISTIANS SUBMIT TO _________________ BECAUSE GOD HIMSELF HAS
INSTITUTED THEM.
I. For many, _________________ is a dirty word.
But in the ancient world, submit wasn’t a dirty word. It was a matter of life
and death. Submit is a _________________ word.
II. Faith sees God's hand even in _________________ rulers.
Even the best ruler is a _________________.
III. Faith _________________ in the Lord above all else.
An _________________ law isn’t simply one that we don’t like.
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