FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
La Crosse, Wisconsin
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
July 5th, 2020

Our purpose: Faith Lutheran Church exists to share with all, God’s love through Christ and
His promise of salvation!
As We Gather… Being a referee is one of the least enviable jobs one can have. Even if you make
calls correctly, you're everyone's enemy. However, if we're honest. The rules aren't the problem,
the players who violate them are. "The law of God is good and wise, and sets His will before our
eyes." We think things like God's law and the ten commandments are bad, but that's only
because we often violate them. Paul has that same struggle in our Epistle lesson. The he wants
to do he can't and the bad he doesn't want to do, he does. Yet through Christ, we are freed from
the condemnation of the law and we can joyfully follow the Law's demands, even if imperfectly.
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707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

sts. 1, 4

Tune and text: Public domain

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation

LSB 184

P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Confession of Sins
P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution
P

C

LSB 184

LSB 185

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Introit

PROPER 9A PSALM 91:2, 9–10;

ANTIPHON: V. 1

P He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
C I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”
P Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— the Most High, who is my refuge—
C no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
P He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

Kyrie

LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our
strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end
grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C

Amen.
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Old Testament Reading

Zechariah 9:9–12

9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also,
because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless
pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you
double.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading
14

Romans 7:14–25a
15

We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. I do not understand
my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I
do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that
dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the
desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but
the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I
who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right,
evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my
members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law
of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this
body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

LSB 190
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Holy Gospel

Matthew 11:25–30

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
25

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Luther’s Small Catechism
P The Sixth Commandment
C You shall not commit adultery.
P What does this mean?
C We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we
say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
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and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise

Sing only stanzas 1–2

Text and tune: Public domain

C
3

Read Stanzas 3-6:
To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound
It shows what deeds are His delight
And should be done as good and right.

4

But those who scornfully disdain
God’s Law shall then in sin remain;
Its terror in their ear resounds
And keeps their wickedness in bounds.

5

The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.

6

To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Votum
P
C

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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Offertory

LSB 192

Preface

LSB 194

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface (Full)
P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the
form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen
from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus

LSB 195

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P

LSB 197

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

LSB 197

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

LSB 198

Distribution
The Dismissal
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.
Page 11 of 16

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199

Thanksgiving

LSB 200

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Salutation
P
C

LSB 201
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
A
C

Benediction
P

C

LSB 202

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 202

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

sts. 1, 4

Text and tune: Public domain
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Verse to Ponder

Colossians 3:1

1

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
VISITORS: Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church. We’re glad to have you join us today and
hope you find your worship here to be fulfilling and joyful! Please fill out the Record of
Fellowship in the pew books, sign our Guest Book in the Narthex, and be sure to speak with
an usher for a Welcome packet. We hope to see you again soon!

PLEASE NOTE… Faith Lutheran Church is pleased to be able to offer a loop hearing assistance
system. To access this system, simply activate the T-coil setting on your hearing aid. If you don't
have a hearing aid or your hearing aid lacks a T-coil switch, we have headsets available which
will provide sound amplification throughout the worship service. Please see an usher if you
have any questions.

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the Honor and Glory of God by Brenda Williams
memory of her father.

LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO is broadcast on WKTY 580 AM Sundays at 7:30 AM. The
message on Sunday July 12th is ”Perfection Welcomes Failure" by Rev. Dr. Michael Ziegler.
God's perfect standards are exceeded only by His perfect patience and forgiveness.

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE July 5th “Today we thank God that He believed so strongly in freedom
from pain, sadness, mourning, and death that He was willing to sacrifice his Son for us. So
even as we celebrate with our ‘close’ eye, our ‘far away’ eye is ‘longing for a better country—
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a
city for them’ (Hebrews 11:16).” Linda Buxa, Time of Grace – A Life Quote from Lutherans For
Life  www.lutheransforlife.org

AMANDA GROSHEK FAMILY EDUCATION HOUR Amanda will be hosting our Education Hour
today, via Zoom, sharing updates about her Ministry. We thank and praise God for
Missionaries working so far from home during this unprecedented health crisis!
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Speaking of JESUS
Join us each week to hear real people having a real conversation about life,
Jesus, and what he means to them. We encourage you to invite Jesus into your
everyday conversations, too.
Real people having a real conversation about Jesus. That’s it.
We want to encourage you to invite Jesus into everyday conversations. The
weekly dialogue is centered around Christ and his relevance. This program is a
dialogue between a variety of Christians from different walks of life, different
stages of life, and different family backgrounds.
Unscripted but not unfocused .
Each week will unfold a discussion between 4-5 individuals about an excerpt
from the Bible, what it means to them, and how it applies to daily life. They
are the ones Speaking of Jesus.
Why is this important?
The Barna group found that less than 1 in ten Americans has a conversation
about God, faith, and spirituality once a month. The research also revealed
that 70% of self-identified Christians are reluctant to have a spiritual
conversation with anyone, even with other Christians. Lutheran Hour
Ministries aims to inspire you to have more spiritual discussion in your home,
digitally, and all throughout your community. This is an opportunity to get
more and more individuals to speak of Jesus, so that they may come to know
him personally.

Want to see what it's all about?
https://www.lhm.org/speakingofjesus
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Sermon Title: "The Law of God"
Sermon Text: Romans 7:14–25a
CHRIST JESUS FULFILLS GOD'S PERFECT LAW FOR YOU.
I.

The law of God is good and wise.

In fact, the law shines brightest and shows itself as good when we ________
God’s rules
II.

Our sinful flesh disobeys, disregards, and disdains God's Law.

God’s Law has three uses, or aspects. It acts as a (1) ________, a (2)
________, and a (3)________.
III.

Christ has fulfilled the law, and in Christ we fulfill the law.

With Jesus’ __________ our sinful flesh was crucified, died, and was
buried.
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